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Reminder: May Day Bank Holiday
School will be closed on Monday for the May Bank Holiday. Enjoy the extra-long weekend with your families - we look forward to seeing everyone back on Tuesday.
After School Clubs

Clubs started back this week and it was great to see new names on the lists. Please email susan.lewis@torfaen.gov.uk if your child wants to join a club (no need to email if your child is continuing with a club they were in last term). Thank you to the staff who give up their time  to run our after-school clubs.
Advanced notice – Due to staff training after school every day, there will be no after school clubs the week beginning 1st June 2026
Breakfast Club Reminder

It is wonderful to see so many pupils accessing our Breakfast Club each morning, enjoying a tasty breakfast and chat with their friends before the school day starts. Please can we remind all families that pupils are not supervised before 8.20am, when the doors open. If your child/ren are dropped off before 8.20am, they remain your responsibility, even if you have already left the car park. For safety reasons, if a child is acting inappropriately or an unsafe manner, we will not allow them to be dropped off before 8.20am. Thank you for your co-operation.
Eco Quiz – Team Going to the Final!
Well done to the team of Year 6 pupils who participated in Pontypool Community Council’s Eco Quiz competition – the team finished in an amazing 2nd place and will now take part in the final, competing against other Torfaen schools in June. We are all very proud of you and will be cheering you on for the grand final! A big thank you to Mr Sefton, Mrs Tennet and Mrs Williams for accompanying the pupils.
Diolch Class 4!
What an absolute pleasure it was watching Class 4 this week as they presented to the school and their families what they have been learning in RE. Their singing, acting, speaking and dancing were fantastic, and we all started the day with a big smile. Thank you to class 4 for sharing the story of The Prodigal Son, and to Mr Davies and Mrs Tennet for preparing them so well. A big thank you also to the families who joined us.
Mr Davies said, “I am really proud of all the pupils- it goes to show that practise makes perfect!!”

Michelle said, “ I loved the singing and acting out The Prodigal Son”

Harry E said, “ I liked the songs and the dancing”

Class 5 Mass

Class 5 represented our school superbly this week during their visit to St Alban’s Church to participate in their Class 5 Mass, marking the feast day of their Saint, St Joseph. Parishioners even commented on the pupils’ enthusiasm and participation throughout the Mass. Thank you to Canon Paul for celebrating Mass with our pupils and for making it such a meaningful and enjoyable occasion, and to Mr Francis and Mrs Tennet for preparing and accompanying the pupils. Also, thank you to the families and parishioners that were able to join us.

Mr Francis said, “The pupils conducted themselves with wonderful poise and respect and showed such maturity. They demonstrated great knowledge of our Class Saint and shone with enthusiasm” 
David said, “I liked that we were able to read the Readings”

Thomas said, “I liked that all of us learnt new things and that our families could come too”
Class 2 Assembly
Parents and families are invited to join Class 2 on Wednesday 20 May at 2.30pm. We hope that you can join us.
Classes 1 and Reception Assemblies (NEW DATES SET)

Parents and families are invited to join Class 1 on Wednesday 17th June and Class Reception on Wednesday 8th July, both at 9.15am. We hope that you can join us and we look forward to seeing you there.

Meeting for Parents of Pupils Starting School 2026 A meeting for parents has been arranged for Wednesday 17 June at 2pm in the school hall. The meeting will provide you with dates for class visits and enable you to book an appointment with the reception class teacher.  We’ll provide information on uniform, school meals, arrangements for September, etc. 
Sports Day – Tuesday 23rd June (reserve date: Tuesday 30th June)
Parents and families are invited to join us on the field for our sports day on Tuesday 23rd June.
Classes 3 - 6 races will be in the morning starting at 9.30am, and Reception - Class 2 races will be in the afternoon starting at 1.30pm. The reserve date, if the weather isn’t suitable will be 30th June.  Pupils can wear kit to school: PE kit for Reception – Class 2, and PE kit or a top in house colour for Classes 3-6. We will send all PE kits home the week before in preparation for sports day.
Moving Up Day – Wednesday 1 July

On Wednesday 1st July, all pupils will spend the day in their new classes ahead of the summer holidays. As soon as class teachers for next year are finalised, we will share this information with pupils and families. Year 6 pupils will spend the day at their new High Schools, and we will also be welcoming our new Reception Class who will be joining us in September. More details will follow closer to the date.
Fun Day – Thursday 9 July

This year we are planning to host a Fun Day for all pupils to enjoy as an alternative to our Summer Fayre. The event will take place during the school day on Thursday 9th July.
The day will include:

· A Bouncy Castle

· An Animals Interactive Session

· A Picnic Lunch

· A range of games and activities

This event is fully funded through money raised from raffles and social events, so pupils do not need to bring money. However, we will have a small selection of refreshments on sale if pupils would like to bring a little spending money.

After school on this date, all pupils are invited to return for a school disco (optional), hosted by DJ Tucker!

Disco times:

· Reception – Class 2: 4pm- 5pm

· Classes 3 – 6: 5.15pm – 6.30pm

Careers/ Try Something New Day!

Our Pupil Curriculum group are organising a Careers/Try something new day on June 19th. Please find a letter attached which explains what we are hoping to do. If you would like to talk to our pupils about your job or interesting hobby and are free for an hour on this date, we would love you to come into school! If you have any questions or would like more information, please let us know. Thank you.

Family Social Events – Save the Dates! 

We’re delighted to share that we have two exciting family events taking place this term:

Family Quiz Night 

📅 Monday 18th May 🕕 6:00pm 📍 School Hall
Padre Pio Talent Show 

📅 Monday 29th June 🕕 6:00pm 📍 School Hall 
This year’s show will also include a special adult competition for our talented grown‑ups! Any money raised from these events will help subsidise our end‑of‑year trips and fun Day which will be funded by the school. 
Free Coffee Afternoon

We will also be hosting a FREE coffee afternoon for parents on:

📅 Friday 15th May 🕒 2:15pm 📍 School Hall
This is a lovely chance to meet other parents and families, and enjoy a relaxed afternoon together.
Summer Uniform Reminder
We have received a few queries about summer uniform, particularly around the suitability of pupils wearing shorts during hot weather. Pupils can wear grey or black shorts to school but they need to be a suitable length, i.e. knee-length (Nike Pro’s or similar are not acceptable). I hope this provides enough clarity and thank you for your support. 

A message from our Pupil Rights Ambassadors Group

It was Earth Day on April 22nd. To celebrate this, we are inviting everyone to become “nature chemists” by crafting their own paint from the world around them (e.g. by crushing berries that have fallen on the ground, using already cut grass or damaged flower heads and adding water) and painting a masterpiece of anything you like! Please bring in your work and we will display it around the school! Have fun!

Aylah and Gwenni, Class 6
DATES FOR THE DIARY
04.05.26

May Day Bank Holiday

15.05.26               Coffee Afternoon (2.15pm)

18.05.26               Family Quiz Night (6pm)

19.05.26

PhotoMan - class photos

19.06.26               Careers/Try Something New Day

23.06.26               Sports Day

29.06.26               Talent Show (6pm)

01.07.26

Moving Up Day

09.07.26               Fun Day and disco

17.07.26               Last day of term for all pupils
20.07.26
INSET 6
01.09.26
INSET 1- No school for pupils
02.09.26
INSET 2- No school for pupils
Over to our learners to find out what they have particularly enjoyed this week:

“I enjoyed colouring” – Paige, Dosbarth Derbyn
“I enjoyed watching our caterpillars grow” – Mia, Class 1

“I enjoyed learning about space and different materials”- Ryan, Class 2
“I enjoyed reading the story Snow White and the seven dwarfs” – Kenidie, Class 3
“I enjoyed art” – Isabella, Class 4

“”I enjoyed playing cricket” – Gabriel, Class 5
“I enjoyed art about an era” – Freddie, Class 6
And finally: 
We hope you all enjoy the extended bank holiday weekend. Thank you for your continued support.

Best Wishes,

Mrs McGinty.
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Padre Pio is a Catholic family where we pray and learn in peace with each other. 


Together we take the message of Jesus to the world.
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